
The Courier  •  October 22, 2025  |  page 6B

HOMECOMING IN FREEMAN OCT. 6-10
Photos by Jeremy Waltner

Above: Homecoming 
Queen Vaida Ammann 
stands at attention during 
the playing of the national 
anthem prior to presenting 
the game ball at the start of 
the football game.

Right: Luke Peters leads 
the Phoenix through 
the tunnel — and the 

handmade sign — 
formed by Freeman 

Elementary students 
Friday, Oct. 10.

Freeman/Marion/Freeman Academy Phoenix cheerleaders Samuella Balongi, Tedel Lonumba, 
Samantha Balongi and Saerta Kola — dorm students at Freeman Academy — ride on the 
school’s float through the homecoming parade down Main Street.

Left: Mike McCue, 
a blackbelt and 
the instructor 
at Freeman’s 
Universal Kempo 
Karate School, 
karate chops 
through a stack 
of bricks during 
a brief exhibition 
during Freeman’s 
homecoming 
parade on Friday, 
Oct. 10. The 
large parade saw 
hundreds line Main 
Street.

Above: Penny 
Schultz (center) 

and the rest of 
the Freeman 

Junior-Senior 
High School 

pep band plays 
prior to the 
start of the 

homecoming 
football game 
against Irene-
Wakonda — a 

game that saw 
the Class 9AA 
No. 1 Phoenix 

crush the 
Eagles 54-0.


